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Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,

It is a honour for me to be here in Subotica at the celebration of the 10th  anniver-

sary of the LDAs. It is a very special occasion in a particular location. In that city, ten years ago, was estabilished the first Local Democracy “Embassy”.

It was a hard period. War, hate, destruction…but in a considerable extent it was a great hope. Hope for reconciliation, for democracy and for a new life based on fundamental European values.

It is a reality that the Balkans represents a multiethnic, multireligion area. A teritory of

diversity, with a bloody history but in the same time with a common heritage that must be preserved and developed. I strongly believe in a common future of the citizens belonging of this area in a Greater Europe.

In October 1993, the Summit of the States’ chiefs in Vienna underlined the importance of the creation of a tolerant and prosperous Europe. This new challenge is not the exclusive task of the Member States but it must be shared with local and regional authorities
, with NGOs, on a partnership basis. In this process, the LDAs are an efficient structure.

The LDAs are working with an innovative methodology. We mention:

· multilateral descentralised co-operation

· partnership city to city and NGOs

· long term programmes

· participatory planning process

A special attention must be devoted to transfrontier co-operation, an efficient tool to implement the Stability Pact for South-Eastern Europe.

The transfrontier co-operation between local and regional collectivities is one of the pillars of the new European architecture and, in the same time, very appropriate for the 

network of the LDAs.

The Council of Europe has two major objectives in the field of transfrontier co-operation:

· the development of the transfrontier co-operation between the countries in Central and South-Eastern Europe aiming the creation of a more efficient local democracy in the border areas. The main objective is a better understanding between the local border communities for a long and stable peace keeping process.

· The assistance for the European Outline Convention  on Transfrontier Co-operation (Madrid 1982) ratification process that must be followed by the CE member states.

It must briefly underlined that the transfrontier co-operation between local and regional authorities and partnership are not the same.

Transfrontier co-operation is limited to border regions or involves a territorial strip that generally extends to about 25 km inside a country from its international borders. In border areas populations share with their counterparts across the border, similar languages, traditions and a common cultural heritage. But in the same extent, there are too common economic interests. There is a general feeling of community and a sense of belonging together. Border municipalities and regions co-operate with each other for the common interest of the whole transfrontier area. Border local authorities in Europe have created transfrontier associations and named them “Euroregions”. Euroregions became a symbol of the implementation of good-neighborly relations at local level.

We have some good examples in the creation of Euroregions between Hungary and Romania, Romania and Bulgaria, Romania- Hungary-Serbia, Greece and Bulgaria etc.

In South-Eastern Europe, transfrontier co-operation including local authorities has been particularly developed in:


a)  Skopje (FYROM) / Sofia (BG) / Nis (Serbia and Montenegro)


b)  Tuzla (BIH) / Pec (HU) / Osijec ( HR )


c)   Brtonigla-Verteneglio (I) / Istria (SLO)


d)  Prijedor (BIH) / Sisak (HR) etc.

Transfrontier co-operation approach is confirmed by the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe as one of the main tool for the stabilization of the region.

I am sure that there are more than that but I want to underline another problem. The special conditions of the region create particular obstacles to the development of cross-border co-operation. Some provisions of national laws are not fully in line with the Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between territorial communities or authorities. Apart from political and legal obstacles, transfrontier co-operation is hampered by administrative, technical and financial problems. Local authorities require guidance and training to improve the methods.

The partnership, another kind of co-operation, are estabilished between towns and regions in Europe or/and ocontinents whitout due regard to whether or not they are adjacent to an international border. Their purpose is to exchange know-how and experience and to provide technical assistance in the field of public services.

The new frontiers in Balkans impose a strong and efficient transfrontier co-operation because there are a lot of divided cities, regions, areas. And it is imperious necessary to rebuild the confidence between the citizens. 

We must pay a great attention to the real conditions in which the transfrontier co-operation can flourish in South-Eastern Europe.

Let me give you a shopping list of conditions necessary in a minimum extent:

· the existence of local self-governments with adequate competences and financial resources

· a positive political climate between neighboring states

· having the necessary legal framework to develop transfrontier co-operation,

that is to guarantee the right of territorial authorities to co-operate with their counterparts across the border and the right to create or to participate in associations with their partners

· to have the political will to eliminate all kinds of obstacles that hamper transfrontier co-operation

· to estabilish a transfrontier co-operation body

After ten years, South and Eastern Europe has drastically changed. The countries created after the breakdown of the former Yugoslavia are now in an ample process of democratization. There are still scarfaces of the war but the countries are now struggling to embark on the appropriate political and economic system that could bring them stability, development and peace. It is necessary to have a new vision for the programme

of LDAs.

The enlargement of the EU is a relevant challenge for a new role of LDAs. By being very much in contact with the local context, they might be too very good implementing units for the EU in Balkans. 

In the same extent is a duty of honour for both sides to consolidate the co-operation estabilished with the Council of Europe.

The long-term commitment of local and regional authorities from all parts of Europe should be seen as a fundamental contribution to reinforce local democracy and therefore democratic stability in Greater Europe, for a continent without dividing lines.

Thank you for your kind attention,

