What is the “Dužijanca”? Where does this tradition come from and why is it worth to see it? Noemi Helfenstein, EVS-Volunteer from the LDA Subotica talked to Liljana Dulić, the Vice President of the cultural association “Bunjevačko Kolo” in Subotica to get to know more about this event.

You are the Vice President of “Bunjevačko Kolo”, what is your task in the organization of the Dužijanca and what is the “Bunjevačko Kolo’s” role in this event?

To be the Vice President of a cultural association as the “Bunjevačko Kolo” is a voluntary job, and so is my engagement in the organization of the Dužijanca. I have been volunteering in one of the teams organizing the Dužijanca last year and so I am doing this year. I am responsible mostly for logistic questions, such as accommodation and food for the groups participating from other towns or countries and I am also the contact person for the LDA Subotica. 

“Bunjevačko Kolo” has been founded in 1970 and was from then on closely linked to the organization of the Dužijanca. The organization was responsible for the Dužijanca for several years but due to different problems couldn’t follow this task regularly until 1993. Since then”Bunjevačko Kolo” has been the main organisator of the Dužijanca every year.

The ”Bunjevačko Kolo” is a cultural association of Croatians living in Subotica. Is the Dužijanca a properly Croatian tradition?

“Bunjevci” are Croatians that lived originally from the region of the river Buna in nowadays Herzegovina, but in the 15th century under the government of the Ottoman Empire settled down in the region of Subotica in Vojvodina. This Bunjevci brought the tradition of celebrating the end of the harvest and thanking God for a rich harvest, that are the origin of the “Dužijanca”, to our territories. So yes, it is a Croatian tradition, although nowadays nowhere else it is celebrated in that way. There are traditions of thanksgiving for harvest in other countries and in Croatia as well, but in a different manner. In Croatia there are the “Dani kruha”, the “Bread-days”, celebrated in the church and later with a market. The biggest difference is that these thanksgiving-events are usually in autumn and dedicated mostly to grape and fruit-harvest, while in Subotica, the Dužijanca takes place mostly in July and August, and is dedicated exclusively to the harvest of cereals.

So “Dužijanca” is celebrated only in Subotica?

To celebrate the end of the harvest and bless this harvest is originally a rural tradition. Before a Dužijanca was organized in the town of Subotica, similar events existed in the small villages around. Today still a part of the manifestations of the Dužijanca take place in villages like Ljutovo, Donji Tavankut, Mali Bajmok or Stari Žednik. Still, nowadays, the most important and most visited manifestations take place in Subotica.

May you tell me something more about the story of the Dužijanca?

Sure. The origins of the “Dužijanca” date from long time. As I told before the Bunjevci imported the tradition of thanking God for the corn harvest with a celebration to the region of Subotica. In the beginning every farmer organized his own celebration on his farm in the end of his harvest. All the harvest workers but also the neighbours and other farmers were invited to take part. They thanked God for the rich harvest and organized a big meal and joyful dances. Later on they started to organize a common harvest celebration in the centre of the village and from the villages the tradition came also to town. The “Dužijanca” as we know it today was developed since 1911, when the catholic preacher Blaško Rajić held first an official ceremony in Subotica, for thanking God for the harvest and when were organized the first elections of the king „bandaš“ and the queen „bandašica“ of the harvest among the harvest workers of all surrounding villages. Since 1911 the traditions conected to “Dužijanca” continuously developed. In Yugoslavian times, when religion was not welcome there were organized two parallel “Dužijancas”, one outlining the religious dimension by the Church and since 1968 one official civil one, by bodies of the municipality of Subotica. Only in 1993 this two parallel manicestations managed to be reunited to one single “Dužijanca”.

So, how did the “Dužijanca” develop since 1993?

Since 1993 the Bunjevačko kolo has been the main organisator of the “Dužijanca”. I think the biggest change or the biggest success since then was, that the “Dužijanca” in the last few years managed to include more and more people. In the yougoslavian period and also a few years after the war the “Dužijanca” took place in a very small frame. People didn’t wish to show that they belong to the Bunjevci, that they have created traditions. In the last few years the “Dužijanca” became an event including not only Bunjevci, but the whole population of Subotica. Even people, that immigrated maybe some 10 years ago to our Town from Montenegro or Bosnian people living in Subotica, see the “Dužijanca” as belonging to them, as their tradition. The “Dužijanca” has three dimensions: The Church, the people, the town. In the last years this third dimension, the town, developed a lot.

How do you think the “Dužijanca” will look like in 10 years?

I sto znači dužijanca lično za vas? Koje vi imate veze sa ovom zadržaj? 

Progam dužijanca traje više od meseca. Prvi zadržaj je bio u aprilu i posledni će biti u kraju augustu. Za sto toliko dugo?

Što su najjačije trenutke?

Što je vam najvašnoe i najlepše u ovoj tradiciji?

U posljednije godine dosta turista čak iz inonstranstva doće na dužinjancu. Vi znate da LDA će držati međunarodni study visit u vreme dužijance. Biće gosti iz BiH, iz Hrvatske i Velike Britanje. Ima nešto posebno što vi bi hteli da oni zaznaju o dužijanci? Nešto zanjimljivo, važno?

Biće i kameratim, šta vam to čine? Što vi bi željeli da pokaže u inonstranstvu o dužijance? I za što vi mislite vredi da ljudi vide i dođe na dužijancu?

Još nešto?

